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About the Newsletter

We are excited to launch our first issue of the IYCN Newsletter. The Newslet-
ter is part of the pioneer projects of the Social Media subcommittee and
is aimed at disseminating information about key activities/projects within
the IYCN, interesting topics, general advertisements and announcement of
future events. In the first few volumes editions we would keep the newslet-
ter as a platform to share information across the different subcommittees
within the IYCN. We hope that after the first few publications, we will find
a better way of repositioning the Newsletter and its contents.

In the future the newsletter should be able to inform everyone who is
interested or members of the supporting country and specific organizations
about our work. We will try to establish a platform where people can
find contacts or ideas for their collaboration within the scientific and
especially chemical community. In a more and more globalized world it is
totally necessary to stay in contact across boarders and help each other in
managing the problems of the future. As scientists, we should be able to
interface contact ”the normal” society in case of scientific related questions.
This is becoming more necessary in a fast changing world with more and
more scientific and technical devolpements in the light of sociopolitical
problems.

As young chemists we have a role to play in the advancement of chemistry
and science generally, especially in the communication of our achievements.

Sebastian Weber
Editor IYCN Newsletter
Leipzig University, Germany

Vision of the IYCN

”To create a unified global network
of young chemists to:

• communicate,
• collaborate,
• educate, and
• mentor”
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Upcoming Events and
Activities

July 9, 2017: Official IYCN

Launch, Governance Meeting

and Elections during the 49th

IUPAC General Assembly in Sao

Paulo, Brazil

July 10, 2017: IYCN Young

Researchers in Chemistry Sym-

posium during the 46th IUPAC

World Chemistry Congress in

Sao Paulo, Brazil

http://www.iupac2017.org/

August 16 - 18, 2017: IYCN

will be featuring during the

International Conference for

Young Chemists (ICYC), Penang,

Malaysia

http://www.icyc2017.com/
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The International Younger Chemist Network’s Pace Setter Experience

An exciting and breath-taking experience indeed, was my
participation in the 20th edition of the spring symposium
of the JungChemikerForum (JCF) in Johannes Guten-
berg University, Mainz, Germany as one of the fellow-
ship awardees of the International Young Chemist Net-
work (IYCN).
Just like the first night of intimacy of a newly wedded cou-
ple so was this because as a green horn in international
conference attendance, it came with incredible number
of uneasiness and mixed feelings of leaving one’s comfort
zone but alas, this astonishingly ended as a wonderful,
memorable and life changing experience.
Well thought out activities of the conference from lecture
talks on various fields of chemistry by reputable schol-
ars in and around Germany, to poster talks, poster ses-
sions (where I presented a research on the Phytochemical
and Antimicrobial analysis of the stems of Cola gigantea),
NMR workshop cum competition and visits to reputable
companies which prior to now were known to me by their
products, created an avalanche of opportunities for im-
mense knowledge acquisition irrespective of one’s area
of research interest.
Social activities of the conference like the guided city
tours by lovely and down to earth volunteers enabled us
experience and appreciate the beautiful cities of Germany.
The visit to the Gutenberg museum also exposed the rev-
olutions and developments in the world of printing from
the days of primitive Gutenberg printing techniques to
today’s digitalized world of printing. This was really awe-
some and mind blowing!!!
Several lunch and dinner meetings held were also great
avenues to meet, bond and initiate fruitful collaborations
which undoubtedly would yield fruitful results in due
course. All these memorable events culminated with the
science slam and farewell party which was a good time to
unwind, interact and bond. Although it was hard to say
goodbye as the collaborative bond of friendship gradu-
ally has started to galvanize ”ionically”, we were consoled
that within this short period, we have created images, ac-
quired memories, built friendship and collaborative net-
works to last a lifetime if properly harnessed.
I am ever grateful to Michael Linden and Nnanake-Abasi
Offiong, IYCN representatives for mentorship and guid-
ance before, during and after the event. Equal thanks
to IYCN, JCF, the German Chemical Society (GDCh) for

their ingenuity and magnanimity which really has come
to change the lives of young chemists globally through in-
ternational collaborative research. I will forever remain
grateful and cherish this experience even as I pledge to
support this course in any way possible as its gains are
eternal.

Onyema, Chukwuebuka ThankGod

IYCN 2017 Fellowship Awardee (Nigeria)
Lecturer II
Department of Pure and Industrial Chemistry
Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Anambra State, Nige-
ria
ct.onyema@unizik.edu.ng

Onyema, Chukwuebuka ThankGod with his poster

during the poster session at the 20th Frühjahrssym-

posium 2017 in Mainz

Back to Contents
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The International Younger Chemist Network’s Pace Setter Experience

International ”Spring Symposium” of the young chemist network in

Germany

Young chemists from Brazil, Russia, Nigeria and Vietnam, winners of the first fellowship award organized by
IYCN and the German Chemical Society (GDCh), have just returned from Germany where they participated in
an international conference ”JCF-Frühjahrssymposium 2017” and visited famous German industries during the
fellowship program.
Prior to the conference, young researches visited the world’s oldest chemical-pharmaceutical company Merck in
Darmstadt. In addition, the German branch of one of the world’s leading pharmaceutical corporations Sanofi
under the name ”Hoechst Industrial Park” opened its doors. The industrial park is surrounded by the city of
Frankfurt-am-Main. It is a major logistics center at the intersection of road, air and railway highways. More than
80 large and small chemical enterprises are the residents of this site. The total investment in the development of
the park in recent years is several billion euros.
At the conference JCF-Frühjahrssymposium 2017 in Mainz, the birthplace of the first printer Johann Gutenberg,
fellowship winners presented posters on their scientific works, and gained valuable experience in the work-shop
on the interpretation of NMR spectra. As a result of a one-week internship, the laureates of the first IYCN and
GDCh fellowship got acquainted with the main trends in the chemical industry and science and joined the world
chemical community.
Back to Contents

Group picture of the participants of the 20th Spring Symposium hosted by the JungChemikerForum

(JCF) Mainz in March 2017
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The International Younger Chemist Network’s Pace Setter Experience

The best conference ever!

I have not enough words to express my
gratitude to the GDCh and IYCN for giving
me this priceless opportunity to experience
Germany and to become a part of an inter-
national scientific community. My life will
definitely never be the same after this ex-
perience.
Kseniia Otvagina, with her poster at the
20th Spring Symposium in Mainz.
Back to Contents

IYCN fellowers during their industry tour at the 20th Spring Symposium hosted by the JungChemiker-

Forum (JCF) Mainz in March 2017
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IYCN Best Undergraduate Poster Presenter Award: A Great Inspiration and

Confidence Booster

I feel extremely honoured and grateful for receiving the
highly competitive award as the Best Poster Presenter
in the undergraduate category during the 2017 Ameri-
can Chemical Society (ACS) sponsored Future Scientists
Symposium hosted in Nigeria. I am so humbled to have
been chosen for this great award knowing that there were
many equally qualified presenters. The feelings I had
when I was called out as the best presenter could best
be described as exhilarating, thrilling, gladdening and ju-
bilant. I was lost for words to describe the feeling and
emotions perfectly.
The award has greatly boost my confidence and inspira-
tion to realize my dreams of developing innovative re-
search ideas and creative society where individuals stand
the chance to be among global inventors. ”A journey of
a thousand miles begins with a single step” has always
been my life philosophy in pursuing my dreams to bet-
ter myself in order to contribute to the society and feel
good about myself. Above all, my advice to the Nigeria
students is that to be successful in life or research work,
you need to develop your persistence and preserve your
creativity no matter the situation.
Special thanks to the co-sponsors of the award, the Inter-
national Younger Chemists Network (IYCN) and the Cen-
tre for Energy & Environmental Sustainability Research
(CEESR) at the University of Uyo, Nigeria, for this act of
encouragement.

Samuel Ogunniyi

Final Year Undergraduate Student
Department of Chemical Engineering
Ladoke Akintola University of Technology (LAUTECH),

Ogbomoso, Oyo State, Nigeria
sogunniyi@student.lautech.edu.ng

Samuel Ogunniyi with his award winning poster

during the poster session at ACS Future Scientists

Symposium in Nigeria

Back to Contents
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Introduction to the IYCN subcommittees

The Governance subcommittee

IYCN Governance Updates:
1. Discussed need for visual diagram showing IYCN structure
2. Review of IUPAC Bylaw and Statues comments and revisions by team members to form IYCN Bylaws

• Will be compiled and finalized by Jackie
3. Agreements

• Definitions
– Younger Chemist

a) Under 35 or 5 ”non-continuous” years of first professional career
b) Any other members may be included at the discretion of the board

– Country
a) IUPAC-recognized countries if applicable
b) UN-designation of country (www.un.org/en/member-states/) for non-IUPAC-adhering coun-

tries
• Adress: Utilize IUPAC as physical address for now
• Voting: 1 vote per country, regardless of number of delegates, or payment status

– In paid/unpaid is a sticking point with IUPAC, the idea of ”associate members” was discussed for
non-voting delegates.

Jackie O’Neil
IYCN Governance subcommittee
oneil.ja@gmail.com
Back to Contents

Visual diagram showing IYCN structure (Draft version)
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The Public Outreach subcommittee

Hello from the Public Outreach Team!

We want to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves
to you all. We are a team of six enthusiastic chemists,
consisting of Aurora, Hooi-Ling, Paula, Courtney, Mar-
cel and myself. In line with the IYCN Mission Statement
”to create a unified global network of young chemists to

communicate, collaborate, educate, and mentor”, we
have two projects that we are currently working on
and we would like your help!
We are keen to get input from our fellow IYCN mem-
bers so that we can understand what challenges our
members face in different regions and countries so that
we can tailor our projects and programmes to best sup-
port our members.
We have put together a short survey
https://goo.gl/forms/VKX9C3tHWkPbZVlE3 and it
would be helpful if you could take a few minutes to
have a look and provide us with some feedback and
thoughts.
Our second project centers around compiling a list of

tried and tested resources that we can add to the IYCN
website. This includes any websites or training re-
sources that might give our members the confidence to
perform Public Outreach activities. With this in mind,
if you have an experiment that you love, or something
that you have found particularly helpful please send
this my way! We all have varied backgrounds and to-
gether we can create a comprehensive list of resources
for a variety of audiences and in many different lan-
guages.
Also, if you have a photo of you performing outreach
and you would be happy to share it please send it along.
We look forward to working with you all and we are
excited for the future of IYCN!

Lori Ferrins
Northeastern University
IYCN Public Outreach subcommittee
l.ferrins@northeastern.edu

Back to Contents

The Finance subcommittee

Currently, the main objectives and tasks defined by the Finance team are the following:
1. Creating a budget
2. Defining the Rules and Regulations for sponsorships and for internal approval of reimbursements and/or

funding of IYCN projects
3. Identify the projects to be funded in the future
4. Fundraising

Tasks 1) and 2) were considered to have the utmost priority, at this stage.

David Soares da Conceição
Instituto Superior Técnico, Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal
IYCN Finance subcommittee
david.conceicao@tecnico.ulisboa.pt

Back to Contents
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Submission to the Newsletter

If you want to submit an article or some information to the
newsletter please follow the submission guidelines. The
most up to date version can be found under the following
link:
Dropbox
Or just contact us via the following mail adress:
socialmedia.iycn@gmail.com

We would like to encourage you all to provide us with
interesting content about your work in the subcommittees,
presence of IYCN at conferences, ideas for a fruitfull interna-
tional cooperation, your aims for the network or interesting
reports about IYCN related topics. Only with your help
we can establish an interesting newsletter which provides
you usefull information abourt the organization and recent
progress within.

Back to Contents

IYCN Steering Committee

Leads

• Conference Presence

Ilya Vorotynstev

ilyavorotyntsev@gmail.com

• Finance

Felicia Lucci

felicia.lucci@gmail.com

• Governance

Jackie O’Neil

oneil.ja@gmail.com

• Public Outreach

Lori Ferrins

l.ferrins@northeastern.edu

• Social Media

Nnanake-Abasi Offiong

nnanakeoffiong@gmail.com

Back to Contents

Contact Information:
International Young Chemists Network
iycn@iupac.org
socialmedia.iycn@gmail.com
iycnglobal.wixsite.com/iycniycn
facebook.com/IYCN.global/
linkedin.com/in/intlyoungerchemistsnetwork/
twitter.com/IntlYoungerChem

Editor:
Sebastian Weber
socialmedia.iycn@gmail.com
sebastian.weber92@t-online.de
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