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Upcoming Even t s and Activities  in 2019 and 2020  

19 ð 22 

November  

Quito, Ecuador  IV International Congress of Nanoscience and 

Nanotechnology  

22 ð 23 

November  

Thessalonik i, 

Greece 

3rd Chemistry Conference of Graduate, 

Postgraduate students and PhD candidates in 

the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki  

10 ð 11 

December 

Veldhoven, 

Netherlands  

CHAINS 2019  

26 ð 29  

January  

2020 

Sitges, 

Spain  

15th EYCN Delegate Assembly  

19 ð 21 

February 

2020 

Blankenberge, 

Belgium  

ChemCYS 2020 

 

Open Position s 

We are looking for highly motivated chemists to join the IYCN team! If you are 

interested in joining IYCN please visit the Membership section of our website and 

fill out the membership form there.  

https ://www.iycnglobal.com/membership  

 

In this Special Issue  IUPAC 2019  

¶ Short Summary of IUPAC 2019 Paris  

¶ IYCN's Updated Mission and Vision  

¶ IYCNõs Structure in a Scheme 

¶ IYCNõs Main Goals for Next Two Years 

¶ Impressions from Paris  

¶ Thank You to Our Sponsors in Paris  

¶ Sibelco Networking Session Summary  

¶ The IUPAC 2019 centenary program from the eyes of a Young Observer  

¶ Contact I nformation   

 

Support Wanted  

Do you or your organization want to support IYCN 

and its progress?  

Please contact us via the following e -mail address: 

iycn@iupac.org.  

 

We are searching for financial support for travel 

awards and poster/oral -presentation awards.  

 

https://www.icnn19.com/en/home/?fbclid=IwAR0UtyDZmLNhvXxzlj7bfW6Z46mbouU4OZmQgzPybiKMPG86qDenbhuMjcg
https://www.icnn19.com/en/home/?fbclid=IwAR0UtyDZmLNhvXxzlj7bfW6Z46mbouU4OZmQgzPybiKMPG86qDenbhuMjcg
https://2chemauth.wordpress.com/info-in-english/
https://2chemauth.wordpress.com/info-in-english/
https://2chemauth.wordpress.com/info-in-english/
https://www.nwochains.nl/
https://www.euchems.eu/divisions/european-young-chemists-network/projects/
https://www.chemcys.be/
https://www.iycnglobal.com/membership
mailto:iycn@iupac.org
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Short Summary  of  IUPAC 2019 Paris  

IYCN organized a variety of young er chemist events during the 47th International Union 

of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) General Assembly and World  Chemistry  

Congress in Paris, France. This year's conference was a particularly special gathering, as 

2019 marks both the 100 th  anniversary of IUPAC and the United Nations' International 

Year of the Periodic Table (IYPT).  

Notably, this General Assembly was also the first to take place since IYCN and IUPAC 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding in 2017, establishing IYCN as an IUPAC -

affiliated organization. We had a highly visible platform to advertise our events and the 

ongoing projects within IYCN to a wide internatio nal audience. In July alone, IYCN 

reached nearly 240,000 people through our social media channels and has  now over 2,500 

followers!  

IYCN Recognition at IUPAC Events  

IUPAC100 Celebration Ceremony   

A unique opening ceremony was held on the conference's main stage to celebrate the many 

accomplishments of IUPAC100 -- the shining star of which was the Periodic Table of 

Younger Chemists (PTYC), co -sponsored by IYCN and spearheaded by one of  the IYCNõs 

founding members, Dr. Christine Dunne. The final element award ees were announced and 

recognized on stage before the completed version of the PTYC was unveiled for the first 

time.  

A large portion of this ceremony was devoted to a roundtable discussion between  the now-

President Elect of IUPAC, Dr. Javier Martinez, and IUPAC100 committee members about 

the role that younger chemists will play in the future of IUPAC and beyond. One of the 

IUPAC100 organizers was IYCNõs Dr. Hooi-Ling Lee, who highlighted the ever -quickening 

momentum of IYCN:  

"Currently, I am with the IYCN P ublic Outreach group. The group started with five very 

passionate young female chemists from different countries. Now, we have 10 members of 

both genders. Looking back, it is indeed a great achievement."  

She went on to vocalize the importance of younger chemists in facilitating the growth of 

IUPAC:  

"I envision the future of IUPAC will be a platform for younger chemists and senior chemists 

to collaborate and form an inclusive, forward -looking organization. We will utilize the 

enthusiastic energy of  younger chemists, while at the same time receive mentoring from 

senior chemists."  

Also on stage, as an IUPAC100 organizer , was IYCN Social Media committee member Dr. 

Nnanake -Abasi O. Offiong. When asked by Javier to name an example of how young er 

scientis ts make a difference in the chemistry profession, Nnanake cited IYCN's outreach 

competition about climate change experiment, describing it as:  
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"...a source of dynamic change and a way to contact underrepresented groups within our 

profession." 

The IUPAC100 Celebration was a highly attended event and we are excited that  IYCN 

had a strong presence during this ceremony!  

IUPAC100 Sorbonne Ceremony  

A separate, invitation -only ceremony was hosted later in the week for (mostly) IUPAC 

Council Members at  the Sorbonne University. Following talks from the French Minister 

of Higher Education, Research, and Innovation, the Vice -President of research at 

Sorbonne University, and the Director -General of UNESCO, IUPAC President  Prof.  Qi-

Feng Zhou delivered an emp owering speech about the current accomplishments and 

future directions of IUPAC. During this speech, he cited the IYCN as one of the primary 

avenues through which IUPAC is prioritizing the involvement of younger chemists within 

the organization. We are ver y excited to have received this recognition, as it speaks great 

volumes about the success of IYCN during its first two years as an active organization.  

Events Organized by IYCN  

General Assembly  

After much preparation, IYCN hosted its inaugural General Assembly organized by the 

Governance steering committee ð a day-long meeting that gathered young er chemists from 

all over the world to determine the future of IYCN. The group consisted of 43 delegat es 

from 33 countries, with no more than two delegates from the same country. Both in -person, 

and virtual attendance was made possible on the day. The first half of the GA was 

dedicated to electing the 2019 -2021 Executive Board and revising/finalizing IYCNõs 

Statutes & Bylaws. The latter half of the day consisted of a strategic planning session, 

which reformulated IYCN's Vision and Mission statements and drafted a set of short - and 

medium -term goals , which will direct the activities for each steering committ ee over the 

next 2 -5 years. We will continue collecting input from the 2019 -2021 IYCN delegates 

leading up to the next IYCN General Assembly, to be held concurrently with the next 

IUPAC General Assembly in Montreal, Canada , in  2021. 

IYCN Symposium  

Immediat e-past Conference Presence Chair, Dr. Catherine Rawlins, facilitated the IYCN 

Symposium, filled with talks about professional development and the personal success 

stories of empowered young leaders in chemistry. IYCN had the unique opportunity to 

interact with Dr. Georg W ießmeier, the C TO of Sibelco Group, and Ms. Michelle Lucas, a 

Talent Acquisition Business Partner at Sibelco, as part of a Think Tank discussion which 

demystified the opportunities for younger chemists in a professional industry. We would 

l ike to thank the French Young Chemist organizing committee for giving us the 

opportunity to work with them and for including us in their program!  

A Celebration of Australian Chemistry  

IYCN and the Australian Academy of Science (AAS) co -organized a cocktail  reception to 

showcase Australian chemistry research, with an emphasis on highlighting industry and 
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research opportunities and providing an environment for networking. Opening addresses 

from  Prof.  Frances Separovic on behalf of the AAS, Mr. Ken Xie , who is  the Premier 

Secrétaire at the Australian Embassy in France, and Dr. Lori Ferrins on behalf of IYCN 

emphasized the importance of collaboration.  

Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) ð Curriculum Vitae (CV) Workshop  

Led by the RSCõs Dr. Robert Bowles, this working lunch unpacked the most effective ways 

to cater our CV to different job postings. When we prioritize our skills differently according 

to each and every prospective position, it helps us avoid the òblack holeó where our job 

applications never get read!   The workshop was interactive and the 20 or so participants 

divided into pairs to work with an example job description and discuss the ways you would 

tailor your CV. Robert's advice was very insightful about wha t language to use and the 

best way for your CV to pass through the HR screening. This workshop served as a 

particularly engaging event which enabled the best young minds to find the best new jobs.  

IUPAC / IYCN Poster Session  

The IYCN Conference Presence st eering committee assembled and oversaw a highly -

attended poster session , which highlighted the projects of younger chemists from all 

around the world, and/or professional development programs open to younger chemists. 

Posters from each of the IUPAC divisio ns were also present, along with  posters from the 

ACS and RSC, who were co-sponsors of the event. This provided all the attendees  a greater 

insight into the operations of IUPAC and showcased a fresh perspective on the priorities 

of todayõs international younger chemists.  

Bailey Mourant and Lori Ferrins  

 

Delegates and active members attending the  General Assembly in Paris  
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IYCNõs Updated Mission and Vision  

During our General Assembly in Paris , in July 2019 , we reworked our vision and mission  

statements . A very fruitful discussion between delegates, active volunteers  and observers 

crafted  two fitting statements.  

 

IYCNõs Structure in a Scheme  

In the following scheme you can see the updated structure of IYCN which was developed 

during our General Assembly in Paris.  

  

Vision  

Connect and empower younger chemists globally  

 

Mission  

The International Younger Chemists Network (IYCN) supports and 

advocates for younger s cientists working across the chemical 

sciences towards a globally sustainable future  
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IYCNõs Main  Goals for Next Two Years  

 

1) Create a strategy to promote the UN Sustainable Development Goals  

 

 

2) Create a continuity plan for the IYCN Executive Board and Governance  

Structure  

 

 

3) Have 50 countries on 5 continents represented for the next General Assembly  

 

 

4) Establish annual membership goals which consider all facets of diversity  

 

 

5) Establish a clear sponsorship structure  

 

 

6) Retain current sponsors  

 

 

7) Engage new partners to achieve financial sustainability  

 

 

8) Establish a plan for allocating money  

 

 

9) Creating a mentorship program to support career development  

 

 

10) Develop a strategy for providing tangible resources (non -mentorship) to our 

members and beneficiaries  

 

 

11) Grow presence at international co nferences to increase the visibility of IYCN 

outside of Western Europe and the U.S.  

 

12) Increase IYCN profile internationally via more proactive advertisement of 

conference representation  

 

 

13) Increase IYCN social media visibility (10,000 followers and 500,000 r eached 

annually)  

 

 

14) Form additional partnerships with relevant stakeholders  
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Impressions from Paris  

We asked our Delegates, Friends and Members to provide us with their favorite pictures 

from the IUPAC 2019 conference in Paris. We collected some of those pictures and their 

impressions for you in the following collage.  

 

 

  

International Chemists celebrating 

the Periodic Table of Elements! ð Fun 

Man  
Looking forward to GWB2020 from 

South Africa!  ð  Sadhna Mathura  

Part of IYCN õs team at the IUPAC Opening Ceremony with an inspiring talk by the 

Nobel Laureate Steven Chu  ð Marilia Valli  

I strongly believe in the power of connections, 

networking and diversity among human being s. What if 

this connection is among young chemists who will lead 

the future and take the responsibility of solving global 

issues and creating better life options for all nations 

around  the globe! ð Fatima Mustafa  

Attending the GA gave me 

the opportunity to meet 

and socialize with other 

younger chemists. We ha d 

a fantastic week in Paris  ð 

Gabriela Tormet -González 




















